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* This is my bed time stories ....  

1.The boy who cried 

Once upon a time, there lived a shepherd boy who was bored watching his 
flock of sheep on the hill. To amuse himself, he shouted, “Wolf! Wolf! The 
sheep are being chased by the wolf!” The villagers came running to help the 
boy and save the sheep. They found nothing and the boy just laughed looking 
at their angry faces. 

Don’t cry ‘wolf’ when there’s no wolf boy!”, they said angrily and left. The boy 
just laughed at them. 

After a while, he got bored and cried ‘wolf!’ again, fooling the villagers a 
second time. The angry villagers warned the boy a second time and left. The 
boy continued watching the flock. After a while, he saw a real wolf and cried 
loudly, “Wolf! Please help! The wolf is chasing the sheep. Help!” 

But this time, no one turned up to help. By evening, when the boy didn’t return 
home, the villagers wondered what happened to him and went up the hill. The 
boy sat on the hill weeping. “Why didn’t you come when I called out that there 
was a wolf?” he asked angrily. “The flock is scattered now”, he said. 

An old villager approached him and said, “People won’t believe liars even 
when they tell the truth. We’ll look for your sheep tomorrow morning. Let’s go 
home now”. 

Moral 

Lying breaks trust. Nobody trusts a liar, even when he is telling the truth. 



2.The Golden Egg 

Once upon a time, a farmer had a goose that laid a golden egg 
every day. The egg provided enough money for the farmer and 
his wife for their day-to-day needs. The farmer and his wife were 
happy for a long time. But one day, the farmer got an idea and 
thought, “Why should I take just one egg a day? Why can’t I take 
all of them at once and make a lot of money?” 

The foolish farmer’s wife also agreed and decided to cut the 
goose’s stomach for the eggs. As soon as they killed the bird and 
opened the goose’s stomach, to find nothing but guts and blood. 
The farmer, realizing his foolish mistake, cries over the lost 
resource! 

The English idiom “kill not the goose that lays the golden egg” 
was also derived from this classic story. 

Moral 

Think before you act. 

3.The Tortoise And The Bird 

A tortoise was resting under a tree, on which a bird had built its 
nest. The tortoise spoke to the bird mockingly, “What a shabby 
home you have! It is made of broken twigs, it has no roof, and 
looks crude. What’s worse is that you had to build it yourself. I 
think my house, which is my shell, is much better than your 
pathetic nest”. 



“Yes, it is made of broken sticks, looks shabby and is open to the 
elements of nature. It is crude, but I built it, and I like it.” 

“I guess it’s just like any other nest, but not better than mine”, said 
the tortoise. “You must be jealous of my shell, though.” 

“On the contrary”, the bird replied. “My home has space for my 
family and friends; your shell cannot accommodate anyone other 
than you. Maybe you have a better house. But I have a better 
home”, said the bird happily. 

Moral 

Better a crowded hut than a lonely mansion 

4.The Cows And The Tiger 

Four cows lived in a forest near a meadow. They were good 
friends and did everything together. They grazed together and 
stayed together, because of which no tigers or lions were able to 
kill them for food. 

But one day, the friends fought and each cow went to graze in a 
different direction. A tiger and a lion saw this and decided that it 
was the perfect opportunity to kill the cows. They hid in the 
bushes and surprised the cows and killed them all, one by one. 



Moral 

Unity is strength. 

5.The Camel And The Baby 

One day, a camel and her baby were chatting. The baby asked, 
“Mother, why do we have humps?” The mother replied, “Our 
humps are for storing water so that we can survive in the desert”. 

“Oh”, said the child, “and why do we have rounded feet mother?” 
“Because they are meant to help us walk comfortably in the 
desert. These legs help us move around in the sand.” 

“Alright. But why are our eyelashes so long?” “To protect our eyes 
from the desert dust and sand. They are the protective covers for 
the eyes”, replied the mother camel. 

The baby camel thought for a while and said, “So we have humps 
to store water for desert journeys, rounded hooves to keep us 
comfortable when we walk in the desert sand, and long eyelashes 
to protect us from sand and dust during a desert storm. Then 
what are we doing in a zoo?” 

The mother was dumbfounded. 

Moral 

Your strengths, skills, and knowledge are useless if you are not in 
the right place 



6. The Dog At The Well 

A dog and her pups lived on a farm, where there was a well. The 
mother dog told the pups, do not go near the well or play around it. One of the 
pups wondered why they shouldn’t go to the well and decided to explore it. He 
went to the well. Climbed up the wall and peeked inside. 
In there, he saw his reflection and thought it was another dog. The pup saw 
that the other dog in the well (his reflection) was doing whatever he was 
doing, and got angry for imitating him. He decided to fight with the dog and 
jumped into the well, only to find no dog there. He barked and barked and 
swam until the farmer came and rescued him. The pup had learned his 
lesson. 

Moral 

Always listen to what the elders say. Question them, but do not defy them. 

7. The Fox And The Grapes 

One day, a fox became very hungry as he went to search for some food. He 
searched high and low, but couldn’t find something that he could eat. 

Finally, as his stomach rumbled, he stumbled upon a farmer’s wall. At the top of 
the wall, he saw the biggest, juiciest grapes he’d ever seen. They had a rich, 
purple color, telling the fox they were ready to be eaten. 

To reach the grapes, the fox had to jump high in the air. As he jumped, he opened 
his mouth to catch the grapes, but he missed. The fox tried again but missed yet 
again.He tried a few more times but kept failing. 

Finally, the fox decided it was time to give up and go home While he walked 
away, he muttered, “I’m sure the grapes were sour anyway.” 



 Moral - Never despise what we can’t have; nothing comes easy. 



8.The Bear And The Two Friends 

One day, two friends were walking through the forest. They knew the forest was 
a dangerous place and that anything could happen. So, they promised to remain 
close to each other in case of any danger. 

All of a sudden, a big bear was approaching them. One of the friends quickly 
climbed a nearby tree, leaving the other friend behind. 

The other friend did not know how to climb, and instead, followed common 
sense. He laid down on the ground and remained there, breathless, pretending to 
be dead. 

The bear approached the friend lying on the ground. The animal started to smell 
his ear before slowly wandering off again because bears never touch those who 
are dead. 

Soon, the friend who hid in the tree came down. He asked his friend, “My dear 
friend, what secret did the bear whisper to you?” The friend replied, “The bear 
simply advised me never to believe a false friend., 

 Moral 

A true friend will always support and stand by you in any situation. 



9.A Wise Old Owl 

Yesterday, he watched as a young boy helped an old man carry a heavy basket. 
Today, he saw a young girl shouting at her mother. The more he saw, the less he 
spoke. 

As the days went on, he spoke less but heard more. The old owl heard people 
talking and telling stories. 

He heard a woman saying an elephant jumped over a fence. He heard a man 
saying that he had never made a mistake. 

The old owl had seen and heard what happened to people. There were some who 
became better, some who became worse. But the old owl in the tree had become 
wiser,each and every day. 

Moral 

Be more observant. Talk less and listen more. This will make us wise. 



10.The Golden Touch 

There once was a king named Midas who did a good deed for a Satyr. And he was 
then granted a wish by Dionysus, the god of wine. 

For his wish, Midas asked that whatever he touched would turn to gold. Despite 
Dionysus’ efforts to prevent it, Midas pleaded that this was a fantastic wish, and 
so, it was bestowed. 

Excited about his newly-earned powers, Midas started touching all kinds of 
things, turning each item into pure gold. 

But soon, Midas became hungry As he picked up a piece of food, he found he 
couldn’t eat it. It had turned to gold in his hand. 

Hungry, Mi das groaned, “I’ll starve! Perhaps this was not such an excellent wish 
after all!” 

Seeing his dismay, Midas’ beloved daughter threw her arms around him to 
comfort him, and she, too, turned to gold. “The golden touch is no blessing,” 
Midas cried. 

 Moral 
Greed will always lead to downfall. 



 


