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CLASS Y CHAPTER 10 ENGLISH
TIGER

Summary of the Poem-

Daruwalla’s poem ‘Tiger’ is a parody of Blake's poem ‘The Tiger'. Blake pictures the tiger as a
brute beauty, a majestic creation of God, indicative of God’s power. But Daruwalla’s tiger is a
pitiable creature. Daruwalla sets the tone for what he wants to say right at the beginning by
stating that the tiger is not burning bright. This is a complete contrast to the opening lines of
Blake's poem, ‘Tyger, Tyger burning bright, In the forest of the night/ Daruwalla says with
irony that tiger is not burning bright in shadow or sun or in the forest of the night or the
wilderness of the day. The poet draws our attention to the dwindling number of tigers in two
ways: he says that the tiger family is thinking two by two and one by one. He also refers to the
father tiger Sheru missing. He makes an emotional appeal to the readers, right at the
beginning, about the need to understand the tragic plight of the tiger. The tigers are hunted
by poachers for their bones which are used in Chinese medicine, believed to revitalize sickly
men, and the tiger skin is used for decorative purposes. The bones are powdered and shipped
out in plastic and the skin is hung on the wall as an ornamental piece. The pitiable condition is
metaphorically described by the poet with references to the gecko which crawls on the skin in
search of insects. The poet feels sad for the tiger which has lost its grandeur. The tiger’s roar
in the past made the jungle tremble, birds to take flight in fear and monkeys to scream in
terror. But in the present, geckoes nibble at the ears of the dead tiger skin! God had created
the tiger as a beautiful beast with gold and black stripes, representing dawn and night. But
the gold no longer shines and the King of the forest who feasted on boars is hunted down by
humans and is near extinction. Thus, Daruwalla points out the urgency of the need to protect
the tiger, India’s national animal, which is God’s marvellous creation.

Nouns-
e Tiger
e Family
e Poacher
e Wilderness
e Gecko
e Forest

e Medicine

e Insects
o Monkeys
e Trees

e Boar



Hunter
King
Jungle
Shadow
Plight
Father
Pronoun-
We

His

He

Their
Something
Verb-
Thinning
Hanging
Screamed
Nibble
Stamped
Dawn
Shimmer
Adjective-
Black

Gold
White
Skinned
Two
Bright
Adverb
Now
Hardwords
Thinning
Wilderness
Plight
Skinned
Medicine
Gecko
Screamed
Nibble
Stamped
Shimmer
Geckoes
Word — Meanings-
Thinning- become fewer in number.




Plight- a difficult situation.

Wilderness- Confusion.

Poacher- illegal hunter

Nibble- take small bites out f something.

Stamp- to make marks

Shimmer-Shine with a soft , slightly, wavering light.

Gecko- tropical house lizard , nocturnal and a highly vocal lizard.

Make Sentences

Thinning-There are also products available to conceal thinning hair.

Wilderness- They are wandering in the wilderness of constitutional change once again.

Plight- She is openly sympathetic to their plight.

Poacher- Poachers hunt and kill rhinos for their horns.

Shimmer- The light citrus scent is gorgeous and it also contains a subtle gold shimmer.
Gecko- An ad that has a boa, a gecko and a frog in it cannot be posted in multiple sections



