LITTERA PUBLIC SCHOOL
ENGLISH CLASS - 8
CHAPTER -9
THE GREAT STONE FACE - 1

Learning Outcomes :-

e Comprehend the extract and
read it aloud with fluency and
expression



e Learn new words and
their meanings

e Draw from personal
experiences or real life
situations

About the Author :-

Nathaniel Hawthorne was an
American novelist and short
story writer. His works often
focus on history, morality, and
religion. He was born in 1804 in
Salem, Massachusetts, from a
family long associated with that
town.



Theme of the Story :- The
Great Stone Face is an
interesting story written by
Nathaniel Hawthorne. The story
Is divided into two parts. In this
chapter, we shall discuss The
Great Stone Face — Part 1. The
first part of the story revolves
around a young man named
Ernest and his fascination with
the mountains and hilltops that
seemed to assume various
shapes. When Ernest was a little
boy, his mother would tell him
tales about the Great Stone Face
in the valley that was visible



from his cottage. All the people
in the valley would talk about
the Great Stone Face. Ernest
learnt a great deal about it from
the people in his neighbourhood.
The Great Stone Face was a local
mountainside that had huge
rocks and hilltops that
resembled the features of a
human being’s face from a
distance. It was very realistic
and indeed a work of nature.
Ernest always felt that the Great
Stone Face was looking upon
him with a smiling face. His
mother had told him a local
legend that a man resembling



the face of the gigantic
mountain would come to the
valley some day. That man
would be the noblest and
greatest person in the valley.
This aroused Ernest’s curiosity
even further. He would spend
hours gazing at the Great Stone
Face, recollecting all that his
mother told him about it. As a
child, he was a happy and
helpful child who grew up to be
a sedate and quiet man. He had
no teacher and felt that the
Great stone Face was like a
teacher to him who would often
give him a smile of kindness and



encouragement. Many years
ago, there was a man,
Gathergold, who left the valley
to earn a fortune for himself.
There was a rumour throughout
the valley that this man bore a
resemblance to the Great Stone
Face. Later, when he returned to
the valley after becoming rich,
Ernest was eager to meet this
noble man. However, when
Ernest saw that man, he turned
away sadly from the wrinkled
shrewdness of the unpleasant
face and looked up the valley at
the Great Stone Face in
disappointment. He felt as



though the Great Stone Face told
him that the real look-alike
would definitely come some day
that would resemble the giant
face. Meanwhile, another man
had joined the army and left the
valley. He was a famous
Commander and was known in
the battlefield as Blood-and-
Thunder. When he became old
and tired, he returned to his
native valley. People of the
valley treated him with great
respect and honour. Most people
believed that he had a close
resemblance to the Great Stone
Face. However, when Ernest saw



the General’s face, he couldn’t
recognise him and was not
content with others’ views. He
still believed that the real look-
alike of the Great Stone Face
was yet to arrive in the valley.
He felt that the Great Stone Face
silently whispered to him that
the man resembling it would
come soon. Ernest agreed to
wait until the man resembling
the Great Stone Face arrived in
the valley.

Conclusion of The Great
Stone Face — Part 1



The chapter — The Great Stone
Face — Part 1 illustrates to
students about Ernest’s arduous
search to find out the man who
would return to the valley one
day and resemble the Great
Stone Face. Presenting the CBSE
Class 8 English Honeydew Prose
Summary of The Great Stone
Face — Part 1 that must have
helped 8t" Standard students to
have an extensive understanding
of the chapter.

Word meanings :-



Immense — huge

Enormous — very big

Resembled — similar appearance
Benign — kind

Prophecy — statement that tells
what will happen in the future.

Pensive — thoughtful
Gaze — stare

Stirred — moved
Labour — work

Folly — foolishness

Sympathises — feeling of sorrow,
approval and understanding.

Beheld — saw
Renowned — famous



Banquet — feast
Proclaimed — announced

Hard Words :-
Brightening
Features
Perpendicular
Immense
Resembled
Approach
Enormous
Clustering
Gigantic
Fertility



Eagerly
Destined
Resemblance
Fanciful
Recognised
Encouragement
Stirred
Wrinkled
Shrewdness
Industrious
Banquet
Proclaimed
Renowned



Nouns :-

Sun
Mother
Boy
Cottage
Stone
Mountain
Rock
Child
Woman
Childhood
Teacher
Horses



Man

Present
View
Resemble
See

Pile
Believe
Answer
Take
Look
Appear

Cry

Past

Viewed
Resembled

Saw

Piled

Believed
Answered

Took
Looked
Appeared
Cried



Become
Hear
Express
Wonder
Roar

Singular

Stone
Face
Mountain
Rock
Story

Became
Heard
Expressed
Wondered
Roared

Plural

Stones
Faces
Mountains
Rocks
Stories



Cottage
Child
Year
Horse
Soldier

Cottages
Children
Years
Horses
Soldiers



